
P E R S O N A L  C O M M I T M E N T

Having been treated at HMR for breast cancer, singer Lulu 
Hughes was quick to support Dominique Michel and help her 
raise funds for the Integrated Cancer Centre : “It was important 
for me. Even though the care I received was outstanding, the 
hospital’s urgent needs were obvious. Creating a new space 
dedicated to cancer, where all related services will be brought 
together under one roof, will make an enormous difference in 
the lives of patients and their families, while helping 
researchers make cancer-fi ghting breakthroughs.” 

5345, de l'Assomption Boulevard 
Suite 270
Montreal (Quebec)  H1T 4B3

info@fondationhmr.ca 
514 252-3435

Registration No : 
107391757RR0001 fondationhmr.ca 

> Subscribe to our newsletter to keep abreast of our projects and events

I’ve experienced it
fi rst-hand : our donations 
turn into concrete benefi ts!

United we are 
stronger

I could never have received better service or benefi ted from 
better technology than at Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont. I had 
multiple myeloma, which is usually fatal. But thanks to Dr. Guy 
Sauvageau, I was able to have a bone marrow transplant. I spent 
fi ve weeks recovering at home, and it wasn’t all that hard: I was 
even in good enough shape to work! And through it all, I noticed 
just how advanced the HMR’s medical team is. No fewer than 
20 doctors perform bone marrow transplants! Umbilical cord 
blood is also systematically collected so that the stem cells it 
contains can be harvested and reprogrammed to regenerate 
diseased organs. The fact that my monthly donations support all 
these initiatives and save lives is just amazing!

Lulu Hugues
A new HMR Foundation patron

T E S T I M O N I A L

Donate at
fondationhmr.ca
Follow us!

Donor
Newsletter

Volume 10 - Issue 1 
June 2017

At 49, I started
suffering from pain
in my right shoulder. 

At fi rst the doctors treated me for arthritis, but to no 
avail. That’s when I was diagnosed: multiple myeloma, a 
rare form of bone marrow cancer. They gave me six to 
twelve months to live. I was in shock. I searched the Web 
and consulted doctors in Switzerland and Italy to fi nd the 
best place in the world to receive cutting-edge 
treatment. In the end, I realized that the largest pool of 
medical expertise was right here at HMR! And it was at 
HMR that I would be able to have a stem cell transplant.

My sister came all the way from Italy to donate her bone 
marrow to me. Dr. Denis Claude Roy and his team 
performed my transplant operation on October 25, 1996. 
And thanks to them, I celebrated 20 years of remission 
this year! I owe them my life and I’m eternally grateful to 
them. Every year on the anniversary of my transplant, 
I pay them a visit to say thanks for the extraordinary care 
I received from them. And another way I express my 
gratitude to Dr. Roy’s medical team, while supporting 
research on this all too poorly understood disease, is by 
donating to the HMR Foundation.”

Giancarlo Pellegrino
Patient and donor since 1996
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Gaétan Lanctôt has been donating monthly since 2014

> 5 ways to donate
Improving care, supporting research and modernizing teaching
are all things we do thanks to you!

Choose how you would like to donate to help our patients fi nd 
renewed health.

> Online > By cheque> By phone

> With the attached reply coupon

12/08/2017 - The Patrick Ouellet Golf Tournament
Support Dr. Denis Claude Roy’s work on bone marrow 
transplants by taking part in this tournament organized
by a former patient. 

20/09/2017 - HMR Foundation Golf Tournament
Having fun is par for the course when it’s for a good cause!
The proceeds will go toward the Integrated Cancer Centre.

30/09/2017 - Défi  vélo cycling challenge
Pedalling for cellular therapy!
Put your legs to work for science! Funds raised will help 
researchers develop new treatments. 

09/11/2017 - À Votre Santé!
Join Dominique and her guests for a great time while 
supporting the future Integrated Cancer Centre.

10 and 11/11/2017 - Montréal Passion Vin
Benefi ting cancer patients, it’s the year’s most eagerly awaited 
wine lovers’ event.
> To register or fi nd out more, visit fondationhmr.ca or get in touch 
with Katia Stuart-Gagnon at 514-252-3435
or ksgagnon@fondationhmr.ca

> In person

> Become a monthly donor and fi nd out about
 the benefi ts on our reply coupon

> Thank you for playing a part in improving oncology care



E D I T O R I A L Y O U R  D O N A T I O N S ’  I M P A C T

Welcome
to our
new world! Thanks to our donors, the team in the Neonatal Unit can 

better care for babies born at only 26 weeks of gestation. 

The HMR Foundation’s support is vital to the Research Centre. 
Donations help meet the needs of the ever-increasing number 
of activities, consolidate knowledge and provide support for the 
development of cellular therapy in fi elds where HMR’s expertise 
is already well-established: immuno-oncology (leukemia, 
lymphoma, myeloma), ophthalmology (macular degeneration and 
cornea transplants), nephrology (kidneys) and orthopedics (joint 
reconstruction).

In 2016, the Foundation provided the HMR Research Centre
with $951,000 to purchase new equipment and replace obsolete 
equipment. Our researchers now have a range of important 
items, including an autoclave for sterilizing equipment using 
high-pressure steam, which is an essential best practice for 
laboratories; an agitator plate for one of the cell culture rooms; 
scientifi c freezers and refrigerators to store human samples and 
pharmaceuticals; oxygen-level detectors; and a Bioplex 
system for peptide/protein analyses, used primarily in
immuno-oncology.

Today, because of the support they receive, our researchers can 
make innovative discoveries. Thank you for your help!

With your support, the Foundation can make sure that HMR’s 
ENT residents master their fi eld’s surgical procedures.

H E A L T H C A R E

Providing little ones 
with vital care

R E S E A R C H

Re-equipping the 
Research Centre

T E A C H I N G

Teaching better 
thanks to an HD 
scope 

Healing stems from you when you reach out to patients and 
their loved ones and give them hope and relief. When you 
support the Foundation, you make the best research, 
healthcare and teaching a reality at HMR. You also give hope, 
one cell at a time, one action at a time.

The green cell on which the new logo is based represents a 
stem cell that creates a chain reaction of support for patients. 
The vivid colours of the graphic platform evoke energy, the 
Foundation’s concrete actions and its life-affi rming, welcoming 
and positive impact on the community. 

Healing, one cell
at a time

A  K E Y  N E E D  I N  2 0 1 7

It shines the spotlight on one of HMR’s unique strengths: 
cellular therapy. A true revolution in the treatment of cancer 
and previously incurable diseases, cellular therapy and the 
“cellular medications” HMR produces are giving patients new 
hope. These “cellular medications” are more effective and 
produce fewer side-effects than traditional treatments, and 
they can even cure these once incurable diseases.

And because every patient today deserves the best of 
tomorrow’s medicine, the Foundation will continue supporting 
HMR in this promising endeavour. Since 2011, the Foundation 
has provided over $9 million in support to the Centre of 
Excellence in Cellular Therapy, Canada’s largest facility of its 
kind, which is also among the world’s largest. 

The Foundation continues to partner with HMR in carrying
out its work: $10 million was distributed in 2016, including 
$6.3 million to improve care and purchase equipment, 
$3.3 million to support research and chairs, and $400,000 
to develop skills and teaching.

Given what you now know about the promising future cellular 
therapy can deliver, please join us in working to heal HMR’s 
patients, one cell at a time.

Lucie Drapeau 
Executive Director

HMR is a world leader in cellular therapy. Our research and 
the resulting clinical applications offer new hope of being 
cured to over 2,500 patients a year.

The Foundation provided HMR’s Neonatal Unit with $152,867 to 
purchase specialized equipment and supplies, enabling it to 
reach Level IIIA, meaning that the unit has the ability to treat 
babies born prematurely at as few as 26 weeks of gestation.

Your donation also made it possible to buy an amplitude 
electroencephalogram (EEG) to measure brain activity. 
Encephalitis is a serious threat for premature babies. But 
thanks to the device, specialists can see whether controlled 
hypothermia treatment (which slightly lowers brain 
temperature) can be started in order to slow the progression 
of injuries to the baby’s brain, prevent lasting adverse effects 
and reduce the risk of death.

In addition to the EEG, the Foundation also purchased air-
oxygen mixers, which are used for resuscitation, as well as 
lamps, a neonatal radiant canopy warmer on wheels, and 
transport mattresses to properly secure newborns in transit 
between units or hospitals. 

Endonasal septoplasty and rhinoplasty are two operations 
performed in otorhinolaryngology, often called “Ear, Nose and 
Throat” (ENT). They need to be mastered by residents by the 
end of their residency at HMR. Until early 2016, this subject 
matter was very diffi cult to teach, as the teaching surgeon was 
unable to watch the operation as it was being performed inside 
the patient’s nose. To address this shortcoming, teacher and 
resident had to trade places constantly.

But ever since the Foundation provided the ENT department 
with $15,325 to acquire a fl exible, high-defi nition ENF-VH scope, 
teaching surgery has been greatly facilitated.

Installed on a nasal spreader, it transmits the various steps of the 
operation onto a projection screen in real time. Residents now 
have a better understanding of the steps the teaching surgeon 
has to perform at every stage of the operation, which increases 
their sense of security and their confi dence when the time 
comes to apply the steps themselves. Furthermore, rather than 
analyzing the resident’s work after the steps have been carried 
out, the teaching surgeon can provide feedback immediately.

Treating type 1 diabetes:
cellular therapy to the rescue!
Imagine if, in order to survive, you needed to measure your 

blood glucose levels by jabbing the tip of your fi nger three to 

10 times a day (including at night) and giving yourself insulin 

injections. Well, for 830,000 Quebecers who live with 

diabetes, that’s a reality.

While they manage to control their blood 

glucose levels, the current treatments 

are less than perfect and patients can 

develop severe complications, including 

nervous system damage, blindness and 

cardiovascular disease.

HMR needs the Foundation’s support to develop a new 
therapeutic approach involving cellular therapy. After 
conducting an initial clinical phase, the therapy could be 
applied to type 1 diabetes and to the later phases of type 2 
diabetes as a means of preventing complications. That would 
mean saying goodbye to lanced fi ngertips and injections, while 
signifi cantly improving patients’ lives. And it’s all thanks
to our donors!

Thank you for supporting the development of cellular therapy. 
Our goal for this project: $500,000.

We are proud to unveil our
new visual identity.



P E R S O N A L  C O M M I T M E N T

Having been treated at HMR for breast cancer, singer Lulu 
Hughes was quick to support Dominique Michel and help her 
raise funds for the Integrated Cancer Centre : “It was important 
for me. Even though the care I received was outstanding, the 
hospital’s urgent needs were obvious. Creating a new space 
dedicated to cancer, where all related services will be brought 
together under one roof, will make an enormous difference in 
the lives of patients and their families, while helping 
researchers make cancer-fi ghting breakthroughs.” 

5345, de l'Assomption Boulevard 
Suite 270
Montreal (Quebec)  H1T 4B3

info@fondationhmr.ca 
514 252-3435

Registration No : 
107391757RR0001 fondationhmr.ca 

> Subscribe to our newsletter to keep abreast of our projects and events

I’ve experienced it
fi rst-hand : our donations 
turn into concrete benefi ts!

United we are 
stronger

I could never have received better service or benefi ted from 
better technology than at Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont. I had 
multiple myeloma, which is usually fatal. But thanks to Dr. Guy 
Sauvageau, I was able to have a bone marrow transplant. I spent 
fi ve weeks recovering at home, and it wasn’t all that hard: I was 
even in good enough shape to work! And through it all, I noticed 
just how advanced the HMR’s medical team is. No fewer than 
20 doctors perform bone marrow transplants! Umbilical cord 
blood is also systematically collected so that the stem cells it 
contains can be harvested and reprogrammed to regenerate 
diseased organs. The fact that my monthly donations support all 
these initiatives and save lives is just amazing!

Lulu Hugues
A new HMR Foundation patron

T E S T I M O N I A L

Donate at
fondationhmr.ca
Follow us!

Donor
Newsletter

Volume 10 - Issue 1 
June 2017

At 49, I started
suffering from pain
in my right shoulder. 

At fi rst the doctors treated me for arthritis, but to no 
avail. That’s when I was diagnosed: multiple myeloma, a 
rare form of bone marrow cancer. They gave me six to 
twelve months to live. I was in shock. I searched the Web 
and consulted doctors in Switzerland and Italy to fi nd the 
best place in the world to receive cutting-edge 
treatment. In the end, I realized that the largest pool of 
medical expertise was right here at HMR! And it was at 
HMR that I would be able to have a stem cell transplant.

My sister came all the way from Italy to donate her bone 
marrow to me. Dr. Denis Claude Roy and his team 
performed my transplant operation on October 25, 1996. 
And thanks to them, I celebrated 20 years of remission 
this year! I owe them my life and I’m eternally grateful to 
them. Every year on the anniversary of my transplant, 
I pay them a visit to say thanks for the extraordinary care 
I received from them. And another way I express my 
gratitude to Dr. Roy’s medical team, while supporting 
research on this all too poorly understood disease, is by 
donating to the HMR Foundation.”

Giancarlo Pellegrino
Patient and donor since 1996

« 

»

C A L E N D A R

H
M

R
M

3-
B

U
0

2-
17

Gaétan Lanctôt has been donating monthly since 2014

> 5 ways to donate
Improving care, supporting research and modernizing teaching
are all things we do thanks to you!

Choose how you would like to donate to help our patients fi nd 
renewed health.

> Online > By cheque> By phone

> With the attached reply coupon

12/08/2017 - The Patrick Ouellet Golf Tournament
Support Dr. Denis Claude Roy’s work on bone marrow 
transplants by taking part in this tournament organized
by a former patient. 

20/09/2017 - HMR Foundation Golf Tournament
Having fun is par for the course when it’s for a good cause!
The proceeds will go toward the Integrated Cancer Centre.

30/09/2017 - Défi  vélo cycling challenge
Pedalling for cellular therapy!
Put your legs to work for science! Funds raised will help 
researchers develop new treatments. 

09/11/2017 - À Votre Santé!
Join Dominique and her guests for a great time while 
supporting the future Integrated Cancer Centre.

10 and 11/11/2017 - Montréal Passion Vin
Benefi ting cancer patients, it’s the year’s most eagerly awaited 
wine lovers’ event.
> To register or fi nd out more, visit fondationhmr.ca or get in touch 
with Katia Stuart-Gagnon at 514-252-3435
or ksgagnon@fondationhmr.ca

> In person

> Become a monthly donor and fi nd out about
 the benefi ts on our reply coupon

> Thank you for playing a part in improving oncology care


