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With you, everything is possible!

After six years, the “J’appuie Dodo” Campaign has exceeded its $12 million 
objective for the creation of the future Integrated Cancer Centre. Minister 
Barrette wanted to thank me personally for the campaign’s significant financial 
contribution, but I humbly redirect his words to you, dear donors.

In the following pages, you will find stories about people like my friend Patrice 
L’Écuyer who has generously donated his time to Montréal Vin Passion for the 
past 14 years. I also want to thank the bravest of all: Patients, who are also 
donors, like Mrs. Sonia Verdy. Read her story to understand how your donations 
directly impact her chances of recovery. You will also see how so many people 
from all walks of life wholeheartedly commit to the HMR Foundation.

When we realize that one out of every two people nationwide is affected by 
cancer, HMR cellular therapy research efforts are vitally important in order to 
save as many people as possible. Our researchers are currently developing 
innovative treatments that harness the body’s natural ability to heal itself. Over 
the next few years, the HMR Foundation must raise funds to help build our 
doctors’ capacity to provide this new therapy to a greater number of patients. 
For some cancer patients, it is their only hope. This is why it is so important that 
you continue to donate and to help make their dream of recovery come true. 
Thanks to you, everything is possible!

Dominique Michel
HMR Foundation ambassador 
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Science fiction becomes reality thanks to your donations: 
An Argus II retinal prosthesis successfully implanted  
in a blind patient.

At the age of 26, when Sandra Cassel was diagnosed with 
retinal dystrophy, a disease that causes blindness, there were 
no treatments to cure her. Today, thanks to the Argus II 
implant, this mom can finally see her children’s silhouette. 
The camera mounted on a pair of glasses transforms 
captured images into electrical impulses using a small 
computer worn by Mrs. Cassel. Even though her vision is not 
clear, recognizing shapes or large objects, locating people or 
distinguishing outlines makes all the difference in her 
day-to-day life. 

Dr. Flavio Rezende, Ophthalmologist, Vitreo-retinal Surgeon, 
and his team at the Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont (HMR) 
Centre universitaire d’ophtalmologie de l’Université de 
Montréal (CUO), are responsible for this, a first in Québec, 
confirming the HMR’s excellence in ophthalmology on the 
national and international stages. 

“This technological innovation represents new hope for all  
the people suffering from blindness caused by a 
degenerative disease of the retina. We are proud to be part 
of this revolution”, stated Dr. Isabelle Hardy, Chief Medical 
Officer of the CUO at the HMR and Director of the Université 
de Montréal Ophthalmology Department. 

None of this would be possible without the invaluable 
support of our donors. Their generosity has enabled the 
Foundation to donate $250,000 to support Dr. Flavio 
Rezende’s research efforts. Thank you again.

Sonia Verdy’s story is rather 
unusual. A woman in the prime 
of her life, married and a 
mother of three and enjoying 
a beautiful professional career. 
She was in great health and a 
model of physical fitness. She 
was even participating in 
triathlons. Everything was great for Sonia and her family. Until 
the day, in December 2015, when she discovered a tiny lump 
on her neck. She went to see her doctor, who ordered an 
ultrasound that proved to be inconclusive so he sent her  
to the Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont (HMR). That is when 
Sonia’s life took a turn that was as unexpected as it was 
staggering: “In February 2016, I found out I had cancer  
of the parotid gland.”

Sonia quickly underwent radiation therapy and two 
operations. Great news! She was cured. Unfortunately,  
“A year later, I found out that I had bone metastases and 
things were quite severe”, she serenely states. “It was a 
huge blow, but there was also a lot of love around me and  
I received excellent care at the Hôpital Maisonneuve-
Rosemont.” Instead of giving up, Sonia found the energy  
to support her loved ones, who, at times, took the news  
very badly.  

Of course, Sonia Verdy’s level of fitness has helped her get 
through all these challenges. However, since her second 
cancer diagnosis, it is research that gives her hope. The HMR 
boasts some of the world’s greatest cellular therapy 
expertise and this could be the last chance in her battle 
against cancer. She hopes that researchers will quickly find 
a new treatment that will cure her.

Despite a rather pessimistic prognosis, Sonia Verdy never 
completely stopped working since the day she found out she 
had cancer. “For me, working makes me feel like I am still 
part of society; it is a way of remaining active.” The same 
goes for her commitment to the HMR Foundation. In fact, 
Sonia has formed a team of runners, comprised of family and 
friends, to take part in a charity run. Together, they raised 
$6,100 for the Foundation. “You can’t give up because 
donations make a tangible difference in patients’ lives.”

P.S. “I am very hopeful that a treatment will be discovered so 
that I can see my children, and maybe my grandchildren, 
grow up. Thank you for your support.”

T E S T I M O N I A L I M P A C T  O F  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N S

I Live  
in Hope

“
”

R E S E A R C H

Seeing the World 
with a “Bionic Eye”

Sonia Verdy, Mother and Patient 

Sandra Cassel, HMR patient, with Dr. Flavio Rezende

> You too can be a source of hope. Donate now!



Thanks to the contribution of many donors like you and to 
the generosity of the Fondation DAmours, the Oncology 
Outpatient Clinic has new treatment chairs.

How can we not be thrilled with the enthusiasm demonstrated 
by our donors for this Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont (HMR) 
Foundation fundraiser? An outstanding $276,000 was raised for 
the cause, including $200,000 from the Fondation DAmours.

This donation stems from deep-rooted personal experience. 
The D’Amours family got involved when Claudine D’Amours was 
treated for cancer at the HMR over the course of 6 years. Her 
daughter Julie remembers: “The extraordinary oncology team 
cared for her, never gave up, supported her and was at her 
side the whole time. For our mother, the medical team played  
a very important role throughout the entire process.” Painfully 
aware of how urgently these chairs were needed, her sister 
Marie-Ève added: “Patient comfort is vital!” 

Forty-five chairs have been added to the Clinic’s equipment 
base. The chairs significantly improve patient comfort, 
especially for those who must remain seated for up to eight 
hours a day to undergo chemotherapy treatments. 

Many thanks to our donors for this source of comfort that 
places patient well-being at the heart of HMR priorities.

H E A L T H C A R E

Improving  
Patient Comfort

Saving the Life  
of Newborns
Thanks to the initiative of one young student, the Neonatal 
Unit was able to buy a LED headlamp used to resuscitate 
babies.  

Only 17 years old, Anne-Sophie Roy decided to “pay it forward” 
by supporting the cause of newborns as part of a high school 
project. Being aware of the needs at the Hôpital Maisonneuve-
Rosemont (HMR) and determined to succeed, she organized a 
fundraiser by setting up a website where visitors could make 
donations online. Loved ones, friends and Neonatal Unit 
employees spontaneously answered her call.

In order to raise even more funds, Anne-Sophie did not 
hesitate to get involved by selling homemade desserts and 
Christmas cards. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, her initiatives 
enabled her to raise a very impressive $3,665. This money 
helped buy equipment, which is now operational and 
contributing to saving the life of newborns on a daily basis. 
Anne-Sophie can be very proud of herself. 

On behalf of the HMR’s littlest patients and their family,  
the HMR Foundation wishes to thank Anne-Sophie Roy, our 
youngest donor ever. Let’s pay tribute to this philanthropist, a 
source of inspiration for the next generation of donors! There 
is no doubt that she will make her dream of becoming a doctor 
come true. 

Anne-Sophie Roy, donor



Imagine that your generosity was carried 
on after your passing… How? Through  
a bequest to the HMR Foundation.  
This is one of the noblest ways of 
helping our fellow man, and Renée 
Brunelle understood this very well.

Struck down by myeloma, this 
energetic, curious and sensitive woman 
made a bequest to the Research to the 
Multiple Myeloma Chair*. In this way,  
Mrs. Brunelle’s outreach still supports 
the promising work done by our researchers to wage and win 
the war on this type of blood cancer, thus giving hope to those 
who are suffering from the disease. The power of her donation 
does not end there.  

It will be added to the contributions from all of our donors to 
form a powerful chain of generosity, the source of decisive 
victories against cancer and other diseases. Renée Brunelle’s 
action will help save lives! You can also leave such a mark on 
future generations.

B E Q U E S T

* Université de Montréal Myeloma Canada Chair in Multiple Myeloma  
 at the Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont.

> Subscribe to our newsletter to keep abreast of our projects and events

Let’s Raise a Glass  
to a Passionate Man!

Renée lives on...  
in her own way

Well-known television host and 
actor, Patrice L’Écuyer is also 
renowned as a man with a heart  
of gold. A Montréal Passion Vin 
donor since 2004, Patrice has 
invested all of the talent, humour 
and enthusiasm for which he is so 
famous into his role as volunteer 
Banquet MC for the past 14 years:  
“I chose to help the Hôpital 
Maisonneuve-Rosemont Foundation 
because I was inspired by the 
dedication and intelligence of the 
great specialists who work there. 
They are world leaders in their field of expertise. I also wanted 
to do my part, in my own way, to improve patient care.” His 
dynamic nature and wit have also contributed to the success of 
the live auctions that he has hosted during the fundraising 
event, the largest of its kind nationwide.  

Many thanks to Patrice L’Écuyer 
and to all our volunteers 

Patrice L’Écuyer, volunteer 
master of ceremonies  

of the Montréal Passion Vin 
Banquet since 2005

Renée Brunelle (1937-2016), 
legacy donor

P E R S O N A L  C O M M I T M E N T

> Thank you for considering such a donation.  
 Learn more about this at  
 fondationhmr.ca/donate/planned-giving or contact 
 Ludmila Rozmiret at 514 252-3400 ext. 3096

C A L E N D A R

Help us spark a revolution in cancer treatments by taking part 
in our events!

September 19, 2018 – HMR Foundation Golf Tournament
Play on the private course of the prestigious Club  
Laval-sur-le-Lac.

November 8, 2018 – À Votre Santé!
Join Dominique Michel and her guests for a sparkling cocktail 
reception!

November 9 and 10, 2018 – Montréal Passion Vin
Enjoy exceptional wines at one of the largest wine-tasting 
events in the country.

> To register or to find out more, visit  
 fondationhmr.ca/participate or contact us at  
 514 252-3435 or at info@fondationhmr.ca

5 ways  
to donate 
Improving care, supporting 
research and modernizing 
teaching are all things we do 
thanks to you !

Choose how you would  
like to donate to help our 
patients find renewed health. 

> With the attached  
   reply coupon

> By phone > By cheque

> Online > In person

5345, de l’Assomption Boulevard
Suite 270 
 Montreal (Quebec)  H1T 4B3

info@fondationhmr.ca  
514 252-3435

Registration No: 
107391757 RR0001 fondationhmr.ca 
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